
Title: “When to pull the 
trigger: A Risky Behavior in AAP 
Grading” 
Time: 2 hours 
 
Course Description: As research continues to uncover understandings around chronic diseases, 
it has become increasingly imperative that the dental professional understand their role and 
responsibility in prevention and implementation. The art and science of dental hygiene delivers 
murky waters for understanding clear and concise decision-making processes for management 
of periodontitis.  As such, providers and patients alike struggle with understanding when to 
“pull the trigger” so to speak in activating periodontal therapy.  Katrina Sanders RDH, M.Ed 
delivers a charismatic discussion about understanding the role that risk assessment plays in 
employing strategies for implementing active therapy. 
 
Objectives: 

• Identify risk factors that play a role in the evaluation of grading periodontitis 
• Discuss case phenotypes and grade modifiers that contribute to risk assessment 
• Evaluate the opportunities to transition patients into active periodontal therapy through 

the use of the 2017 American Academy of Periodontology Grading Classifications 
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2018 AAP Classification of Periodontal and Peri-Implant Diseases   

Mindfully Staging our Patients -  

  

  

The updated AAP classification system created in 2017 represents a multi-dimensional staging and 

grading framework for periodontitis and implant disease status. This course will examine the process 

of staging patients by CAL, radiographic interpretation and complexity of case management.  

The need for calibration and clinician alignment with the new classification system will be discussed 

specifically regarding the staging process. The value of utilizing staging verbatims as an effective 

communication tool with our patients, colleagues, and medical professionals will be discussed.  

  

Course Objectives:  

  

➢ Examine the historical timeline and evolution of the AAP Classification System.  
 

➢ Discuss the new staging system for periodontal disease and how it will benefit patient care and 

management.  
 

➢ Identify evidence-based assessment protocols to accurately classify patients for specific types 

of periodontal diseases according to the new classification system.  
 

➢ Identify benefits of utilizing the new system for patient and interdisciplinary communication as 

well as a means for calibration amongst staff.   
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Designing Healthy Smiles: Evaluate, Communicate, Formulate 

Course Description 

Over the last two decades we have seen an evolution in the trends in dentistry. 

We have progressed from simply treating dental disease to health promotion and 

esthetic appeal. According to the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry, 99.7% 

of Americans believe a smile is an important social asset. Employing a complete 

assessment, which includes a smile evaluation, can promote discussions about 

needed and/or wanted dentistry.    

Learn to incorporate strategies that promote health and overcome barriers. 

Enhance your communication skills and learn how to effectively recommend 

esthetic treatment, specific to whitening, for successful clinical outcomes.  

 

Course Objectives 

1. Recognize opportunities and employ solutions to improve overall health.  

2. Examine the chemistry of vital tooth whitening. 

3. Understand the science and relationship between esthetics and oral health. 

 



                                                                                               
 
 
 
What Remains: Forensic Odontology and the Role of the Dental Professional 

Forensic Odontology is the management, examination, evaluation and presentation of dental 
evidence in criminal or civil proceedings, in the interest of justice. As dental professionals, we 
are responsible for documenting and maintaining accurate patient dental records. These dental 
records could be utilized in the identification of victims of accidents, crimes, and mass fatality 
disasters.   
 
This evidence-based seminar will feature the identification methods used to identify victims of 
accidents, crimes, and mass fatality disasters. Additionally, the role of the dental professional 
and application of technology in forensic odontology will be explored. This course will also 
detail the various ways dental professionals may get involved in forensic odontology at the 
local, state, and national level. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this seminar, attendees will be able to: 

 Recognize and define identification methods utilized in forensic odontology. 

 Detail the role of dental professionals and the application of technology in forensic 
odontology. 

 Discuss the various means for dental professionals to become involved in forensic 
odontology. 

 



 

Round Pizzas for the Round Table Discussions 

Dental Products:  A Few of My Favorite Things 
 
  

Come enjoy some pizza and be prepared to share with the group your favorite "dental 
hygiene diamond" (a product for patients or hygienists that you highly recommend).  To 
be facilitated by Melinda Kennedy, RDH. 
 
Description    
Discuss dental equipment, OTC products, prescription products and other devices that 
are used in the dental hygiene operatory that aid in creating outstanding patient 
compliance as well as excellent improvements in oral health. 
 

 



 

“Ergonomics/Yoga  
for the Dental Hygienist” 

  
Bring your yoga mat and enjoy a morning yoga session with Julia Conway! 

 
 
Objectives 
 
(1) Demonstrate and practice exercises to release tension experienced during the work day  
 
(2) Discuss how correct ergonomics can assist the dental hygienist in alleviating pain associated with 
practicing dental hygiene 
 
(3) Demonstrate how to lengthen our spine & strengthen the mind to enhance the practice of dental hygiene 
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